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Filling a need in the communi 


HWRSD offers weekly 
meal service fo 
families 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


WILBRAHAM - _ With 
schools closed and the commu- 
nity at home, it is easy to believe 
that children and families have 
everything they need to stay safe 
and comfortable. Unfortunate- 
ly, there are some that struggle 
to provide all of the daily nutri- 
tion necessary to keep children 
healthy, with or without a pan- 
demic to worry about. 

Recognizing a need, starting 
March 25, the Hampden- Wilbra- 
ham Regional School District 
stepped up to provide families 
with free breakfast and lunch 
via a drive-thru service at Min- 
nechaug Regional High School, 
keeping children healthy in their 
homes. 

Superintendent of Schools 
Albert Ganem Jr. said the district 
started small on March 25, pre- 
paring 127 meals for those who 
registered ahead. By the March 
30 service, the district prepared 
180 meals in the Minnechaug 
kitchen. 

“We were going to do it no 
matter what,’ Ganem said. “As 
times change, we want to provide 
these services to the community.” 

According to Ganem and the 


Town meeting, 
election dates 
moved to June 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


The novel coronavirus con- 
tinues to affect communities 
across the nation and the latest 
victims in Hampden and Wilbra- 
ham: Annual Town Meeting and 
elections. 

Following action by the state 
legislature, the Hampden and 
Wilbraham Boards of Select- 
men were unanimous in their 
decisions to move Annual Town 
Meeting from Monday, May 11 
to Monday, June 15. Wilbra- 
ham’s meeting will be held in 
the auditorium of Minnechaug 
Regional High School, 621 Main 
St., Wilbraham. Hampden’s will 
take place at Thornton W. Bur- 
gess Middle School, 85 Wilbra- 
ham Road, Hampden. 

The town elections will take 
place Saturday, June 20 in Wil- 
braham at Minnechaug for all 
precincts. Hampden’s election 
will take place Monday, June 22 
at the Town House, 625 Main St. 

Wilbraham took action 


Please see DATES, page 5 
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Julie Dougal, food services director for the Hampden-Wilbraham Regional School District, stands next 
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to a meal cart in front of Minnechaug Regional High School. The district is serving breakfasts and 
lunches to families every Monday and Wednesday. TIMES STAFF PHOTOS BY TYLER S. WITKOP 


district’s Food Services Direc- 
tor Julie Dougal, the district 
was prepared to fund this ser- 
vice through its own budget as 
only those schools with 50 per- 
cent of students enrolled in the 
free or reduced meal program 
qualified for reimbursement. 
Recently, however, the district 
was informed that the federal 


Center connects seniors to services, 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


WILBRAHAM —- Now 
more than ever, staying con- 
nected and social is important 
for folks of all ages. For older 
adults, especially those with- 
out close family and those liv- 
ing on their own, connectivity 
is vital. 

On a normal day, many 
would flock to the Wilbraham 
Senior Center, 45B Post Office 
Park, playing games, staying 
active, eating a low-cost meal 
or simply making a social con- 
nection with another human 
being. With the novel corona- 
virus indefinitely shuttering 
town offices to the public, the 
building is closed, but staff and 
volunteers are still working to 
ensure seniors aren’t alone. 

Wilbraham’s Director of 
Elder Affairs Paula Dubord 
said she and her staff are work- 
ing predominantly from home, 
checking emails and _ voice 
messages, and are available to 
help those in need. 

“The majority of our se- 
niors are very self-sufficient, 
but if they’re lonely they 
Should call us,’ Dubord said. 
“We can really get the word 
out about how important that 


government would reimburse 
all schools for such offerings 
during the pandemic. 

Every participating fami- 
ly receives meals for multiple 
days. Monday provides meals 
for Monday and Tuesday (two 
breakfasts and two lunches), 
while the Wednesday service 
provides Wednesday, Thursday 





and Friday meals (three break- 
fasts and thee lunches). 

“Today, families are getting 
breakfast and lunch,’ Dougal 
said March 30. Breakfast in- 
cluded a cereal bowl, granola 
bar and fruit juice. Lunch con- 
sisted of turkey and cheese and 


Please see HWRSD, page 7 


others 


Wilbraham’s Director of Veteran Services Jered Sasen helps fill 
bags with food for home delivery to the town’s seniors. Those in 
need of services are encouraged to call the center at 596-8379. 
TIMES PHOTO COURTESY WILBRAHAM SENIOR CENTER 


is, social interaction. Most 
of us are home with a family 
member; imagine being alone 
for three or four weeks at a 


time. Social interaction is so 
important.” 


Please see SENIORS, page 5 
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COA study 
sees new life 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN — The Hamp- 
den Council on Aging has tak- 
en a significant step forward in 
its pursuit to add to the senior 
center. With assistance from the 
Friends of Hampden Seniors, 
the COA will be able to fund a 
$25,000 feasibility study weigh- 
ing a potential expansion. 

In March, the Friends voted 
unanimously to donate $10,000 
to be used as part of a Request 
for Proposal. Before the action 
was made official, the fate of the 
study had been in a state of lim- 
bo. 

Completing the study is a 
critical step in the larger process 
of adding onto the center in the 
direction of Allen Sreet. With 
membership growing and _ the 
building running out of operating 
space, many view the expansion 
as a necessary action. 

Residents at last year’s An- 
nual Town Meeting voted in 
favor of spending $25,000 on 
the study. However, the town 
rescinded the money when state 
Sen. Eric Lesser (D-Longmead- 
ow), with assistance from Rep. 
Biran Ashe (D-Longmead- 
ow), awarded Hampden with a 
$15,000 earmark grant to be used 
on the study. 

With assistance from the 
Pioneer Valley Planning Com- 
mission, the COA submitted a 
$15,000 request in hopes of land- 
ing an architect to complete the 
study. The bid was far too low, 
and no firms bit. 

The $25,000 that the town 
had originally planned to con- 
tribute cannot be accessed during 
the earmark grant’s period of 
eligibility, as it would have to 


Please see COA, page 7 





Learn about Turley 
the turtle on page 2, 
join the fun, 
you may win a prize. 









We would love to give 
you or your kids a fun 
little project each week. 


Starting this week we will be hiding 
TURLEY (the turtle) our new mascot 
within the paper. Have fun and count how 
many times you find Turley. 

Email your results along with your name, 
town and turtle count from 
what paper to tyler@turley.com. 

We will post your name and count in the 
following weeks paper. 

Correct answers will be submitted for a monthly 
drawing and a chance to win a prize. 


Follow Turley on (0) @TurleytheTurtle 
a the turtle is sponsored by 


@ RICE FRUIT 


WE ARE OPEN! 


Every day at 6:00 am 
Enjoy takeout from our 
bakery or ice cream counter 


a ) 757 Main Street 
~ Wilbraham 


413-596-4002 


Churches to offer 
drive-in service 


MONSON - Three local churches will gather at the 
First Congregational Church, 5 High St. in Monson, for 
a special, drive-in Palm Sunday service. 

Grace Union in Wilbraham, First Church in Ludlow 
and First Church in Monson will conduct the service in 
the church parking lot at 10 a.m. Sunday, April 5. 

The Rev. Peter Johnston of First Church in Mon- 
son will lead the worship service, with the Rev. Donald 
Fenestre-Marek of Grace Union and First Church in 
Ludlow, will preach. The sermon is based on Matthew 
21:1-17 and titled “Parousia: Parade for the Prince of 
Peace.” 

Palms will be distributed and the sacrament of holy 
communion will be observed. 


@ Like us on 
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DPW to conduct meter 
readings 


WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham Department of Pub- 
lic Works announced the Water/Sewer Department has be- 
gun meter reading in town, which will continue through- 
out the month of March. 

Residents are advised that town employees will often 
be on foot, reading the meter with an electronic device. 
Employees will wear a fluorescent yellow jacket, shirt or 
vest, and a town-issued identification badge that includes 
the individual’s name and picture. 

For more information, questions or concerns, call 596- 
2800 ext. 208. 


PUT AMAL’S KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE TO WORK FOR YOU! 
y+Vaat-l Me iorar-lamevactelilate) 


413-218-8577 


VAVAVVAVAVAYIV patckt-dalelantscmaelaaveclantclmslaeleliiate 


We'll all get through this together! Your health 
and safety are my #1 priority. If you don’t want to 
put your real estate goals on hold we can create a 

_ comprehensive protocol to keep you and your family 
safe. If you choose to wait I’m available to discuss your 
future plans. | always have time to talk real estate. 


RealLiving 


Call me for more details. 


FOR SALE! 


~~" NEW LISTING COMING SOON 
1 Whisper Walk, Wilbraham 


The best agent to help you buy or sell your Wilbraham 
home is the agent who lives in Wilbraham! 








~~ NEW CONSTRUCTION 
191 Canterbury Circle, East Longmeadow 
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tles Officials confirm first case of 


COVID-19 in Wilbraham | 


he, a aoe aes 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


WILBRAHAM -— Just days after 
Hampden reported its first two cases 
of the novel coronavirus, Wilbraham 
confirmed its first. 

In a press release shortly af- 
ter noon on Wednesday, March 25, 
Fire Chief and Emergency Man- 
agement Director Michael Andrews 
announced that the Board of Health 
confirms a resident has tested posi- 
tive for COVID-19. 

“The Health Department, along 
with the [Massachusetts] Department 
of Public Health, has provided guid- 
ance for the quarantine of the indi- 
vidual, household and family mem- 
bers,” the press release reads. “The 
Board of Health advises all residents 
to comply with Governor [Charlie] 
Baker’s Stay-At-Home Advisory and 
closure of non-essential businesses 

.. until April 7, 2020 at noon.” 

Andrews said that at this time, as 
long as folks follow the current pub- 
lic health guidelines, there is little 
threat to the greater community. 

“The expectation is as testing 
increases we’ll see more cases,” he 
said, “but if folks wash their hands, 
maintain their distance and stay 
home, we hope to flatten the curve.” 

International health officials from 
the World Health Organization to the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention urge all to practice social 
distancing to help flatten the curve 
of COVID-19 infections. Social, or 
physical, distancing is the recom- 
mendation to keep a minimum of six 
feet of separation between others. 

Officials also encourage frequent 
hand-washing with hot, soapy wa- 
ter for a minimum of 20 seconds, 
coughing into a tissue or elbow (not 
hands), and staying home as much as 
possible — especially when sick with 
flu-like symptoms. The Wilbraham 
Board of Health is advising all resi- 
dents to follow these guidelines. 

According to information avail- 
able online at mass.gov, COVID-19 
iS a respiratory disease caused by a 
new coronavirus. Symptoms include 
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The Town Office Building at 240 Springfield St. remains closed amid the 
novel coronavirus pandemic. Town officials confirmed the first case of 
the virus in town March 25 and continue to advise all residents to follow 
established public health guidelines including hand-washing and social 


distancing. TIMES FILE PHOTO 


fever, cough and shortness of breath. 
Most infected with the virus recover 
and experience only mild symptoms. 
In some, like the elderly and those 
who may have compromised immune 
systems, severe symptoms like pneu- 
monia may develop. 

Symptoms, according to the 
CDC, may develop between two and 
14 days after exposure. The CDC 
advises folks seek immediate medi- 
cal attention if they experience such 
symptoms as trouble breathing, per- 
sistent pain or pressure in the chest, 
new confusion or inability to arouse, 
and/or bluish lips or face. 

Nationwide, according to CDC 
data March 30, there were 140,904 
confirmed cases of COVID-19, with 
2,405 deaths. The virus has been 
detected in all 50 states, the District 
of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam, 
Northern Marianas and the U.S. Vir- 
gin Islands. In Massachusetts, the 
Department of Public Health reports 
as of March 29, there were 4,955 cas- 
es of the virus and 48 deaths. 

Hampden County leads all West- 
ern Massachusetts counties with 201 


Recent police activity in 


WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham 
Police Department released informa- 
tion on recent police activity reported 
by Capt. Timothy Kane. Those arrest- 
ed or summonsed will appear in court 
at a fu- 
ture date 
and are 
innocent 
until 
proven 
guilty. 


Family Owned 


March 18 

After reviewing security video 
it was found that Joshua Larace, 35, 
of Springfield, was observed in Big 
Y allegedly stealing a large amount 
of Red Bull. He is suspected to have 
stolen the same drink in several other 
Big Y’s in Western Massachusetts. A 
complaint will be issued charging him 
with shoplifting for the Wilbraham of- 


TJ. 


confirmed cases as of March 29. 
Berkshire County had 151, Franklin 
41 and Hampshire 37. 

Of the confirmed cases statewide, 
842 were between the ages of 20 
and 29; 866 were between 30 and 39 
years of age; 810 were between 40 
and 49; and 953 were between the 
ages of 50 and 59. Those between 60 
and 69 and 70 and older were nearly 
identical at 686 and 690 confirmed 
cases respectively. 

Several nearby communities 
have confirmed cases of the virus. 
Hampden, East Longmeadow and 
Ludlow have all confirmed cases of 
COVID-19. On Sunday, March 29, 
the Village Food Mart confirmed via 
Facebook that an employee had test- 
ed positive for the virus March 28 and 
had not been in the store since March 
21. The store has been working with 
the Hampden Board of Health. 

Residents looking for more in- 
formation on the virus should visit 
mass.gov, call 2-1-1 or text “COVID- 
MA” to 888777. Information is also 
available at wilbraham-ma.gov. 


Wilbraham 


March 22 

At 1:49 a.m., a Wilbraham police 
officer stopped and was checking on 
a vehicle that was parked and running 
at Ken’s Automotive. The silver Ford 
pickup truck was being operated by 
Anthony Wright, 24, of Ludlow, who 
was arrested for operating under the 
influence of liquor. 


Since 1985 


BARK MULCH 


INC. 


18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches 


Pine ¢ Spruce e Hemlock e Cedar ¢ Red, Black & Brown 
Playground ¢ Forest Blend ¢ Topsoil ¢ 


lo)", OF-N- 1-041 (cm D) =KOCe) -9-W a hs BRO) I 


We are a mulch manufacturer, not a resaler of other people’s products. This means no middleman, 


Find us on: 


Seasoned Firewood FE] facebook. 


and you save on the best product around. Come visit us on the web for great deals! 





413-569-2400 | 25 Sam West Road, Southwick, MA | 860-654-1975 
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Hampden County Sheriff pauses inmate 
visits; makes operational changes 


By Elise Linscott 
Staff Writer 
LUDLOW — The Hampden 


County Sheriff’s Department is 
making several operational changes 
in light of the novel coronavirus pan- 
demic, including temporarily paus- 
ing inmate visits and requiring pro- 
fessional visitors to wear face masks. 

The department recently had one 
person placed in preventative med- 
ical quarantine for showing symp- 
toms potentially associated with 
COVID-19, according to a press re- 
lease. But as of March 13, that person 
was symptom-free and determined 
not to be ill and was removed from 
preventative medical quarantine. 

The department held a recent 
press conference and announced a 
number of temporary operational 
changes, including pausing inmate 
visits for 60 days or until the threat 
of COVID-19 passes, authorizing 
two hours of free phone calls per 
week and giving each inmate three 
free envelopes per week. 

“These are unprecedented times 
and to adapt, and best protect our 
staff, the offenders in our care and the 
general public, we are taking unprec- 
edented measures that impact virtu- 
ally every aspect of our operations,” 
said Hampden County Sheriff Nick 
Cocchi. “None of these decisions 
were made lightly and we will con- 
tinually be evaluating our decisions 
over the coming weeks to ensure that 
these changes remain necessary and 
are the best way to ensure the health 
and safety of every staff member and 
person in our care.” 

Other operational changes in- 
clude temporarily stopping all of- 
fender-based programming and re- 
ducing programming provided by 
the sheriff’s department; allowing at- 
torney, clergy and court-ordered vis- 
its only if they wear face masks and 





Hampden County Sheriff Nick Cocchi announces several changes to the 
department’s operations as well as the suspension of inmate visits in light of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. TIMES STAFF PHOTO BY ELISE LINSCOTT 


in a non-contact manner; and alter- 
ing the PVTA’s Stonybrook Express 
bus line, which is subsidized by the 
sheriff’s department and which will 
temporarily stop bringing passengers 
to the correctional facilities. 

Work release employees and 
community service crews assigned 
to do restitution will discontinue 
their work until further notice. 

Health services will screen and 
must approve every request for a 
transfer from other facilities and the 
department will not accept a transfer 
unless the subject has already been 
in custody for at least 14 days and is 
shown to be symptom-free. 

Non-essential staff have been ex- 
cused from reporting to work. Meal 
services for inmates will continue as 
normal and all medical services will 
continue with additional attention 
paid to the transmission of infectious 
diseases throughout the department’s 


facilities, according to the depart- 
ment. 

The Western Mass. County Cor- 
rectional Officer’s Basic Training 
Academy has also been closed until 
further notice. Academy recruits will 
be screened by health services and 
will be assigned to work in the facili- 
ties to assist staff once cleared. 

Courts across the state have been 
temporarily closed since March 
16. The department has since been 
working to increase its capacity for 
video conferencing. 

The Hampden County Sheriff’s 
Department serves the communities 
of Agawam, Blandford, Brimfield, 
Chester, Chicopee, East Longmead- 
ow, Granville, Hampden, Holland, 
Holyoke, Longmeadow, Ludlow, 
Monson, Montgomery, Palmer, Rus- 
sel, Southwick, Springfield, Tolland, 
Wales, West Springfield, Westfield 
and Wilbraham. 


Survival Center cuts back hours of operation 


INDIAN ORCHARD - In order to keep staff and 
clients safe, as well as to comply with the orders of 
Gov. Charlie Baker, the Community Survival Center 
announced it will continue to operate but at a reduced 


schedule. 


The Emergency Food Pantry will be open Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Fridays 
from 9:30 a.m. to noon. Cli- 

ents will be served on the 
Cedar Street side of the 
building. 

At this time, no one 
but staff will be allowed 
to enter the building and 
bagged groceries will be 
delivered to each client. 
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The WCA was founded by Wilbraham 
residents to promote and enrich the com- 
munity. Grants help fulfill the mission by 


closed. 


The Thrift Shop and Fill a Bag programs will remain 


The Center’s Emergency Pantry provides bagged 
groceries, up to six times a year, to low-income house- 


holds from Ludlow, Wilbraham and Hampden, as well 


as the Indian Orchard, Sixteen Acres, and Pine Point ar- 
eas of Springfield. Senior clients may reside anywhere 
in Hampden County and visit the Pantry each month. 
Families enrolled in the Preschool Program also visit the 
Pantry every month to collect 20 breakfast, lunch, and 


snack items for their children who are not yet enrolled 


in school. 


alcenter.org. 


The Community Survival Center is located at 240 
Main St. in Indian Orchard. For more information or to 
make donations call 543-3930 or visit communitysurviv- 


Grants available through Community Association 


WILBRAHAM — Applications are 
now available for grants issued through 
the Wilbraham Community Association. 
The Association will offer grants up to 
$750 to hometown nonprofit organiza- 


funding projects that help improve the 
town. 

Applications are 
through email and completed forms must 
be postmarked or emailed by March 31. 


available only 


For applications, email cduquette @ char- 


ter.net. 
For more information, call 596-8315. 
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NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad- 
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 


be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. 


ROBERTS ROOFS 


SPECIALIZING IN 
Slate ¢ Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters 
Historical Restoration © Flat Roofing 
Snow Removal 
Snow/Ice Damage Repair 


Tel. 413-283-4395 
Cell 413-237-9434 


www.RobertsRoofsinc.com 
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THE BEST FRESH 
FOR SPRING! 


Beautiful Blooming 
+ Spring Bulbs 


Colorful Tulips 
Sunny Daffodils & 
— Hyacinths 


6) 6-inch pots $6.99 each 
2°12 


Beautiful 
White Easter Lilies 


Easter Egg Mums 


Pretty Smiling 
Pansies and Violas 


Fill Your Easter Basket 


Handmade Chocolate Bunnies 
Milk, White and Dark 


Gourmet Jelly Beans Se a 
Jelly Bean Filled Carrots Be 25) 
Tempting Assortment -<« 
of Easter Candy 
Vermont “Nut Free” Chocolate & mas 
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From Randall's Kitchen 
for Easter 
Randall's Quiche 8 Varieties 
Hot Cross Buns, Cider Donuts 
Fresh Baked Pies 


Fruit Pies & Cream Pies 
Fresh Fruit Salad 
Fresh Fruit Platters 
Boars Head Sweet Slice Hams 


A om 
. 


Full Selection 
of Fresh Fruits 
& Vegetables 


=. 


Gluten Free Foods 
Pies & Desserts 
: Elsie’s Creamery 
Homemade Ice Cream 
Half Gallons 
\ Large Selection 
of Domestic, 
Imported and 
Local Craft Beer 


Domestic & Imported Wines 


Curbside Pick Up Available 


For Spring Plants and Groceries 
~ 24 hour notice ~ 
Email: orders@randallsfarm.net 
Or call 413-589-7071 


ALWAYS FRESH AT 
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631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 © www.randallsfarm.net 


OPEN EVERY DAY AT 7AM 
Find us on Betccheee and Yougfiit) 
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Coronavirus is a real community threat 


mericans don’t like being told what to 
A« and the government’s been doing an 
awful lot of telling lately. 

Don’t eat out. Don’t send your kids to 
school. Don’t have a party. Don’t watch a pa- 
rade. 

The past few weeks have seen a massive 
upheaval in almost every aspect of almost ev- 
ery American’s life — home, work, recreation. 
None of it has been welcome. But — to repeat 
the phrase we all hated when we heard it as 
children from our parents, our doctors and our 
teachers — it’s for our own good. The point is 
to protect us from the coronavirus. 

COVID-19 quarantined an entire metropo- 
lis in China. 

It shut down essentially the whole country 
of Italy. 

COVID-19 is not a possibility or a far-off 
fear. It’s a real thing that has been killing thou- 
sands of people around the world. It’s here now 
in Our own community, and the only way we 
can stop it is to keep it from jumping from per- 
son to person. And the only way to do that is to 
keep people away from people. 

A little skepticism about the claims made 
by politicians is a healthy thing, especially 
when they’re trying to justify restrictions on 
freedom of movement and commerce. But this 





isn’t a good time to take a chance on the ex- 
perts being wrong. Everyone in a position of 
power is saying the same thing — the corona- 
virus is a real threat. Federal, state and local 
officials. Doctors and public health agencies. 
Business leaders. Politicians from both major 
parties. 

That the American death toll hasn’t yet 
reached the crisis levels of Italy or China 1s 
not a testament to some inherent superiority 
or hardiness of the American public. It’s mere- 
ly a function of the fact that the coronavirus 
infected those countries earlier. Public health 
officials aren’t responding to actual deaths on 
our shores. They’re looking at how the disease 
has spread in other countries and trying to stop 
it from spreading that way here. 

What can you do? 

* Practice good hygiene — wash hands fre- 
quently for 20 seconds with hot, soapy water, 
cough into your sleeve rather than hand, disin- 
fect frequently touched surfaces and items in 
the home. 

* Stay home. Work from home, learn from 
home, eat at home. Shop online and have items 
delivered. Read books and watch television 
rather than going out for entertainment. Don’t 
host or attend parties. 

* Limit contact between elderly people and 


young people. Senior citizens are especially 
susceptible to COVID-19, and children can 
carry the virus without showing any symptoms. 

* If you begin to experience a fever or flu- 
like symptoms, call your doctor. 

Unfortunately, by the time symptoms ap- 
pear, the patient has already been carrying — 
and spreading — the disease for as long as two 
weeks. Any of us could be infected right now 
and not realize it, so it’s important that all of 
us work together to halt its spread, whether we 
“feel sick” or not. 

The government is forcing some of these 
choices on us. Schools, senior centers and gov- 
ernment offices are closed. Public gatherings 
of large numbers of people have been banned. 
Restaurants are closed for all but takeout and 
delivery. 

Some of these lifestyle changes are easy. 
Some are difficult. Some may even be annoy- 
ing or burdensome. But every one of them is 
better than getting infected. Even more impor- 
tantly, every one of them is better than getting 
your grandparents, your parents or your elder- 
ly neighbors infected, too. Or a friend already 
battling a chronic illness. 

This will come to pass and life will return 
to normal. We can get there together. As a com- 
munity. 





LEADERSHIP 


By Lou Scungio 
Wilbraham 


‘Tis but a stage ‘pon which 
the ponderers did play — 
a part so dastardly that day. 


‘Tis where a weakened will 
did wane an’ pass away — 
a part of history that day. 


‘Tis when those poorly led 
fell victim to a prey — 
on that horrendous ugly day. 


‘Tis now our present meets our 
past. 

We wonder if this journey be our 
last. 

‘Tis now we hope for leaders 
grand 

to right the ship so we can land. 

For through these days so dank 
an’ dark 

we need a way. We need a spark 


that kindles courage from our 
best 

to guide us through our toughest 
test. 
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Garden space worthy of personalizing 


cessorizing my garden as I do 
planting it! With the amount of 
statuary, bird baths, sun dials and 


[= almost as much fun ac- 


were intended: to keep 
critters out of the vege- 
table patch. To be most 
effective they 


should 


near the entrance hole, 
and a removable wall or 
roof for easy cleaning. 
Birdbaths are commonly 


den Ornament” offers these sug- 
gestions: The acorn stands for life 
and fertility, whereas an urn with 
its lid means death and mourning. 


metal work seen popping up at 
nurseries and garden centers these 
days I know I am not alone. What 
is your personal fancy? Perhaps 
you decorate your vegetable or 
flower gardens for functional rea- 
sons or maybe to add a formal flair 
to your landscape. Still some of 
you may choose an outdoor venue 
to let your whimsical side shine 
through. Whatever the case may 
be, garden art is the rage. What 
better time than now to dream 
about our outdoor spaces? 

Who would have thought that 
the lowly scarecrow, born from 
the rag pile, would rise to such 
high esteem to claim a space in 
suburban gardens? Not surprising, 
considering our love of all things 
folksy. Some of us still fashion 
scarecrows for the reason they 


move about the garden. 
My dad had an inge- 
nious idea for making 
the scarecrow portable. 
Fabricate the base to 
which the clothes are 
attached out of piping 
(metal or PVC) rath- 
er than wood. Then, 
in several garden hot spots bang 
rebar or wooden dowels into the 
ground. The scarecrow can now 
be moved easily by slipping its 
base over the rebar or dowel. 
Many of us prefer to lure 
wildlife, namely birds and butter- 
flies, to our gardens by providing 
them with attractive housing and 
a source of fresh water. For bird- 
houses to be functional insure they 
have a sloped roof to shed water, 
a perch or other area of traction 


Roberta McQuaid 
Columnist 





made of ceramic, terra 
cotta or stone. More shal- 
low baths are made for 
butterflies, usually with 
F a raised sipping station 
! | in the center of the basin. 
Give each a good scrub 
under fresh water daily to 
prevent bacterial growth 
and algae build up. 

One way to achieve a formal 
look in your garden is to include 
some statuary. These days it need 
not be expensive, either. Many 
garden centers now carry nice 
(and lightweight!) pieces made 
out of resin. 

Take into consideration the 
symbolic meanings attached to 
many of our favorite figurines be- 
fore making your selection. Linda 
Joan Smith’s book entitled “Gar- 


A statue of man’s best friend 1s no 
doubt a symbol of fidelity and acts 
as guardian of the garden. Doves 
mean love and constancy, and 
cherubs are a sure sign of divine 
wisdom. Don’t forget St. Fiacre, 
he is the patron saint of gardeners! 

Sundials add a timeless for- 
mality to our gardens. Did you 
know that sundials have been 
made since the 16th century? I 
imagine it was long before that, 
however, that man began plan- 
ning his day by the shadows of the 
sun. Sundial time and our “clock 
time” are exactly the same only 
four days out of the year: April 
15, June 15, Sept. 1 and Dec. 24. 
The easiest way to accurately set 
your sundial is to hope for sun on 
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offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to 
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GARDEN from page 4 


any of those days and position it to read 
standard time. Sundials aren’t corrected 
for daylight savings! 

There have been lots of posts lately 
geared at keeping the kids busy during 
their sojourn from school. I saw some 
whimsical painted stones that looked cute 
enough to try ourselves. Cactus, ladybug 
or frog? Which will we attempt to repli- 


DATES from page 1 


during their meeting Monday, March 23. 
Hampden made their decision Tuesday, 
March 24. Both boards met remotely uti- 
lizing video and teleconference software 
in accordance with Gov. Charlie Baker’s 
orders relaxing the state’s Open Meeting 
Law so municipal boards may conduct 
business during the public health emer- 
gency. 

In Hampden, Selectman John D. Fly- 
nn, who made the motion to move Town 
Meeting to June 15, questioned whether 
it was also a good idea to move the meet- 
ing date to a Saturday, as some residents 
have complained about Monday evenings 
being difficult to attend. 

“T prefer tradition on this one,’ Select- 
man Chairman Donald Davenport said. 

Selectman Mary Ellen Glover agreed, 
noting that with the growing number of 
changes and disruptions to people’s lives, 
conducting the meeting on a Saturday this 
year could be “confusing and unneces- 
sary.” 

Hampden Advisory Committee Co- 
Chairs Carol Fitzgerald and Doug Boyd 
were of the opinion the day of the week 
was less important than moving it to a 
new month. For Fitzgerald, a bigger is- 
sue was ensuring selectmen left the town 
meeting warrant open long enough for 
unforeseen expenses or reimbursements 
to be addressed. 

“You may want to leave the warrant 
open in case there’s anything COVID-19 
related that needs to come before the 
town,” she said. “There could be an ex- 
penditure we’re not even thinking of ... 
emergency management-related.” 

Selectmen made no decision regarding 
the closing date for the warrant. 

The state Legislature had not acted to 
change town elections by the time of Wil- 
braham’s meeting March 23. Selectmen, 
however, did vote in anticipation that leg- 
islation would pass. Selectmen Robert 
Russell read the motion recommending 
to Town Clerk Carole Tardif to move the 


SENIORS from page 1 


Dubord said Barbara Harrington, so- 
cial services coordinator, is working to 
contact and communicate with home- 
bound seniors during this time. 

For the time being, the center is offer- 
ing a limited number of services including 
the senior van, home delivery service and 
Meals on Wheels. With calls for social 
distancing, Dubord said many are uncom- 
fortable leaving their homes, but for now, 
rides are available. 

‘“We’re doing home delivery of bags 
of food,” she said, noting the service is 
available for any resident in need. “We 
received a pallet of food from the Food 
Bank [of Western Massachusetts] and are 
putting together shelf stable bags for any 
resident in need. We also have a small 
fund that we can buy fresh items, like 
milk, eggs, etc. and add that to the bags. 
And we hit the jackpot — we have a case 
of toilet paper!” 

Dubord said the Meals on Wheels pro- 
gram is continuing as usual, with Greater 
Springfield Senior Services Inc. providing 
the Monday through Friday service, and 
Life Care at Wilbraham supporting the 
Saturday and Sunday service. 

As April is now upon the communi- 
ty, many are accustomed to the rush of 
tax filing. In Wilbraham, like many sur- 
rounding communities, the Senior Center 
works with the AARP to offer free tax 
preparation services. With the closure to 


cate? 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 
28 years, she has held the position of staff 
horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow- 
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
ekennedy@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line. 


election to Saturday, June 20 in accor- 
dance with any recommendation or action 
from the state’s General Court. 

Selectmen were unanimous in their 
support via a roll-call vote. They also 
established Friday, April 10 as the new 
deadline for warrant articles. 

The legislation approved by the House 
and Senate, allows local governments to 
postpone caucuses and elections sched- 
uled before May 30 and reschedule them 
prior to June 30. It also allows any eligible 
voter to vote early by mail for elections 
occurring before June 30. 

“It is important that as we confront 
the COVID-19 crisis, we give cities and 
towns the time and flexibility they need 
to responsibly manage local finances, 
administer local elections and respond to 
their residents’ needs,’ Sen. Eric Lesser 
(D-Longmeadow), said. “In these unprec- 
edented times, we must all work together 
in common purpose to confront this virus 
and to recover and reinvest in our com- 
munities.” 

For state Rep. Angelo Puppolo Jr. 
(D-Springfield), who represents Wilbra- 
ham, the action was an important step 
protecting health and elections. 

“Massachusetts took action to not only 
preserve our election system, but to pro- 
tect public health during this unprecedent- 
ed public health emergency,’ he said. 

Rep. Brian Ashe (D-Longmeadow), 
who represents Hampden, agreed with his 
colleagues in the Legislature. 

“Expanding absentee and early voting 
will assist in ensuring every registered 
voter is able to safely exercise their right 
to vote and provide municipalities the 
time the need to follow through with the 
democratic process,’ Ashe said. 

For more information on the elections 
or town meetings, contact Town Clerk 
Eva Wiseman in Hampden at 566-2151 
ext. 103 or townclerk @hampdenma.gov. 
Wilbraham residents should contact Tar- 
dif at ctardif@wilbraham-ma.gov or call 
596-2800 ext. 200. 


non-essential businesses and town offices, 
the AARP suspended the service. Fortu- 
nately, the Internal Revenue Service has 
extended the tax-filing deadline until June 
ED: 

“People are freaking out about their 
taxes,’ Dubord said, noting that there was 
a great deal of anxiety until the IRS an- 
nounced the extension. “We had over 100 
people scheduled [to use the service].” 

With the suspension, Dubord said ev- 
eryone has been placed on a waiting list in 
hopes that the AARP will offer the service 
once buildings reopen and social services 
resume. 

For the time being, Dubord said there 
isn’t a need for additional volunteers 
should folks feel inclined to help, es- 
pecially as volunteers must submit to a 
CORI check. She added the Wilbraham 
Police Department, current volunteers 
and center staff have all stepped up to help 
and offer assistance. 

“Knock on wood, every one of us is 
healthy,’ she said. 

“Depression will set in, we see that 
with a really bad winter,’ Dubord said, 
noting the social isolation folks are fac- 
ing. “Call or email and please leave us a 
voice message — we will get back to you. 
We may not be able to fulfill [requests] 
but we are here to help.” 

Any senior in Wilbraham looking for 
assistance is encouraged to call 596-8379 
and leave a message. Messages are being 
checked every hour. 
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Consumers facing financial 


hardships urged 


BOSTON —- The Massachusetts 
Bankers Association is urging consum- 
ers facing financial hardships due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic to contact their fi- 
nancial institution for assistance. 

Banks throughout the common- 
wealth have pledged to work with their 
customers — individuals and businesses 
— to mitigate the financial impact of the 
current health crisis. 

“We strongly encourage anyone who 
is unable to make a payment on their 
loan, needs access to funds in a certifi- 
cate of deposit or other relief to contact 
their financial institution for options to 
help them through this unprecedented 
situation,’ said Daniel J. Forte, MBA 
president and CEO. “Local banks are 
ready and willing to help during these 
challenging times, but it is important 
that you reach out as soon as possible.” 

Most local banks have already an- 
nounced programs to assist consumers. 
For example, Greenfield Cooperative 
Bank is offering a “payment holiday” 


to contact banks 


for residential and commercial loan cus- 
tomers; Berkshire Bank has established 
special relief programs for the LGBTQ 
and minority-owned business commu- 
nities while Rockland Trust Company, 
Eastern Bank, Bank of America and 
many others have announced significant 
initiatives to support local residents and 
small businesses. 

MBA has created a “COVID-19 Re- 
source” page online at massbankers.org. 

In addition to relief on mortgag- 
es and other loans, banks are working 
with customers who may need access to 
funds in Certificates of Deposit, waiving 
fees for certain products or transactions, 
and increasing daily debit or ATM lim- 
its where appropriate. MBA anticipates 
additional programs will be developed 
in the coming days and weeks to assist 
individuals and businesses as Congress 
considers a major economic stimulus 
package in Washington, D.C. 

For more information, visit www. 
massbankers.org. 


Hampden initiates fee increase for transfer station use 


HAMPDEN - The Hampden Board of 
Health recently announced that prices for 
transfer station permits and bags will ex- 
perience a price increase for the next fis- 
cal year that begins July 1, 2020. Permits 
will be available for purchase beginning 
May |. The current year’s permits expire 
June 30, 2020. 

The new pricing is as follows: 

Residents age 65 and younger pay $50 
for the first vehicle and $25 for each addi- 
tional vehicle within the same household; 
residents older than 65-years-of-age pay 
$25 for the first vehicle and $10 for subse- 
quent vehicles within the same household. 
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CLUES ACROSS small intestine 
1. Bond villain Mikkelsen 39. Excessively theatrical 
5. A team’s best pitcher actor 
8. French river 42. Infraction 
12. Mountain nymph 44. Classical music for the 
(Greek) stage 
14. City of Angels airport 46. Slogged 
15. Military force 47. One who terminates 
16. Scrawny 49, Breakfast is an 
18. Value important one 
19. One billionth of a 50. Moved earth 
second (abbr.) 51. Medical procedures 
20. Highly seasoned 56. Genus of clams 
sausage 97. Not well 
21. Trouble 58. Comparative figure of 
22. Prong speech 
23. Showing varying 59. Covered thinly with 
colors gold 
26. Cloaked 60. Principle underlying 
30. Renters sign one the universe 
31. Acquires 61.A parent's sisters 
32. Type of language 62. Professional 
(abbr.) engineering group 
33. Partner to pains 63. Coniferous tree 
34. Third portion of the 64. Impudence 


CLUES DOWN 


Bags will cost $30 for a roll of the 
33-gallon size and $10 for the 16-gallon 
variety. 

Permits will be available beginning 
May | at the Board of Health Office, 625 
Main St., and at the Transfer Station on 
Cross Road. To have stickers mailed, send 
a self-addressed, stamped envelope with 
the name, address, phone number and 
vehicle license plate number, and check 
made payable to “Town of Hampden” to 
Board of Health, 625 Main St., Hampden, 
MA 01036. 

For more information, call the office at 
566-2151 ext. 102. 
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35. Type of bulb 

36. Opposite of beginning 

37. Utilize 

38. Type of student 

40. Deficiency of moisture 

41. Areas of the eye 

42. Select 

43. Sheets of floating ice 

44. Priests who act as 
mediums 

45. Roof of the mouth 

47. Unnatural 

48. Illuminated 

49. There are three 
famous ones 

92. Large, fast Australian 
birds 

53. “Dracula” heroine 
Harker 

54. Subsititutes (abbr.) 

55. Tax 

62. IEEE 

63. Yew ~ — A 

64. Sass (zara ( 


1. Female parents 

2. Region 

3. Transaction 

4. Heroic tale 

5. Of algae 

6. Luminous intensity unit 

7. Uncovers 

8. French commune 
name 

9. Poisonous gas 

10. Pearl Jam’s bassist 

11. Horse groom in India 

13. Destroyed 

17. A way to alter 

24. Promotional materials 

25. American state 

26. Extinct flightless bird 
of New Zealand 

27. “Modern Family” 
network 

28. Last or greatest in 
an indefinitely large 
series 

29. Exercise system __-bo 


VV 








Page 6 


B OBITUARIES 





Death 
Notices 


Auger, Helen 
Died March 20, 2020 
Services were private 

Wilbraham Funeral 
Home 


Stanton, Scot L. 
Died March 24, 2020 
Services will be private 
Somers Funeral Home 


Our advertisers 
make this 
publication possible. 


Let them know 
you saw their ad in the 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times 


Wilbraham-Hampden Times 


OBITUARY 
POLICY 





Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$120, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 





LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC. 


Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family 


Scot Larkin 
Stanton 
(1957-2020) 


Scot — Lar- 
kin —_ Stanton, 
62, of Somers, 
Connecticut, 
passed away 
peacefully 
on Tuesday, 
March 24, 2020 
at Hartford 
Hospital after 
a courageous 
battle against 
esophageal cancer. Born in Bridge- 
port, Connecticut on June 4, 1957, he 
was the son of the late Samuel T. and 
Anna Larkin Stanton and was raised 
in Sandy Hook, Connecticut where 
he graduated from Newtown High 
in 1975, before moving to Somers. 
Scot is survived by his five loving 
children, Amanda Stanton, Nathan- 
iel Stanton, Theodore Stanton, Jen- 
sen Stanton, and Adeline Stanton; 
three brothers, Thomas, Kurt, and 
Brad Stanton; two sisters, Dale Am- 
brose and Kim Stanton, and many 
loving nieces and nephews. Scot 
was predeceased by his son Benja- 
min Larkin Stanton and his parents. 
Scot began working on farms as soon 
as he could sneak out of school to do so. 
In 1980, he started selling John Deere 
farm equipment in East Windsor, Con- 
necticut. Scot became an asset to the 
agricultural community in Connecti- 
cut, serving as president of the Con- 
necticut Farm Bureau and board mem- 
ber of the North Eastern Equipment 
Dealers Association. Most important- 
ly, he was a trusted confidant, advocate 
and friend to farmers far and wide. 
Stanton Equipment expanded to three 
locations in the 1990s. Scot built an 
incredible team at Stanton Equipment 
with his right hand man, Eddie Gracze- 
wski. Scot co-chairs Outing for Scout- 
ing, which benefits the Connecticut 
Rivers Council of the Boy Scouts of 
America, with his daughter Amanda. 
He supported local charities, baseball 
teams, 4-H programs, UConn, police 
and firefighter initiatives, and agricul- 
tural programs tirelessly. Scot was the 
kind of man who would sell a stranger 
a lawnmower, deliver it that same day 
with a smile, mow their entire lawn for 
them, and have a new lifelong friend. 
Scot will be remembered for his in- 
credible kindness, sense of humor, 
generosity, loyalty to the New York 
Yankees, and how much he loved his 
family. He could always be counted 
on for a smile, story, joke, iced tea, 
reassuring word, tractor ride, or round 
of golf. He was a proud member of 
GreatHorse, and his family takes com- 
fort in knowing he enjoyed time there 
with friends later in his life. Due to the 
public health crisis, services will be 
held privately for immediate family. 
Somers Funeral Home is assisting 
the family with arrangements. Dona- 
tions in Scots honor can be made to 
the Hole in the Wall Gang Camp, the 
Connecticut Rivers Council of the Boy 
Scouts of America, or the 4-H Centen- 
nial Fund. For online condolences, 
visit www.somersfuneralhome.com. 
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COVID-19 affects trial courts 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Staff Writer 


By now, the entire region 
is aware of the many closures 
and restrictions thanks to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the 
recommendations to avoid one 
another, social distance, and to 
“stay-at-home” if at all possi- 
ble. 

But one thing that has not 
been as clear to many individu- 
als is how to access a modified 
court system while the state of 
emergency is in effect. 

Springfield District Court, 
located on the Robert E. Ire- 
land Courthouse, was closed 
on March 16 and 17 to allow 
for deep cleaning of the court- 
house. The court and its outly- 
ing smaller courts serve most of 
Hampden County. On Friday, 
March 20, it was announced 
a court officer in the superior 
court had tested positive for the 
coronavirus, and the court was 
closed for a week. It re-opened 
Monday, March 30. 

But “re-opened” is a loose 
term, and the Hampden County 
District Attorney is operating 
with limited staff in person at 
the courthouse. Judges in all 
the courts are on a rotation as 
well to limit their exposure to 
the public. 

The courts are closed 
through at least April 6, and that 
closure could extend further 
with President Donald Trump’s 
recent declaration that social 
distancing continue through 
April 30. 

According to a message 
from the Supreme Judicial 
Court, court appearances are 


limited to “emergency matters.” 

“Courts will be closed to 
the public March 18, 2020 un- 
til at least April 6, 2020. The 
only matters that will be heard 
in-person in Massachusetts 
state courthouses are emergen- 
cy matters that cannot be held 
by videoconference or tele- 
phone. Each of the seven Trial 
Court departments will define 
emergency matters for their de- 
partments. 

“Courthouses will be closed 
to the public except to conduct 
emergency hearings that cannot 
be resolved through a video- 
conference or telephonic hear- 
ing. Clerk’s offices shall remain 
open to the public to accept 
pleadings and other documents 
in emergency matters only.” 

Some judges have held 
hearings for issues such as re- 
straining orders. However, any 
non-emergency issues have 
been deferred or “continued” 
by the court. 

Also being continued are all 
jury trials. 

“All trials in both criminal 
and civil cases scheduled to 
commence in Massachusetts 
state courts between today and 
April 17, 2020, are continued to 
a date no earlier than April 21, 
2020,” according to the SJC, 
“unless the trial is a civil case 
where the parties and the court 
agree that the case can be decid- 
ed without the need for in-per- 
son appearance in court. Where 
a jury trial has commenced, 
the trial will end based on the 
manifest necessity arising from 
the pandemic and a new trial 
may commence after the public 
health emergency ends. 


Rest-assured, however, the 
SJC is keeping a running justice 
system, utilizing many other 
methods that others are using to 
communicate such as telephone 
teleconferencing, videoconfer- 
encing, email and other means. 

With clerks’ offices still 
open, individuals needing assis- 
tance can contact their respec- 
tive clerk’s office. 

The District Court in 
Northampton, part of the North- 
western District that includes 
towns like Belchertown and 
Ware, was temporarily closed 
as well. That closure included 
Hampshire County Superior 
Court. Both were scheduled 
to re-open on Tuesday, March 
31. However, like Hampden’s 
courts, they are subject to the 
Same in-person restrictions as 
the courts seek to have as few 
people as possible inside the 
buildings. 

In terms of criminal activity, 
the courts are still processing 
and arraigning suspects. Ar- 
raignments have also occurred 
remotely and through alternate 
means. 

For jurors, with jury service 
suspended, the Office of the 
Jury Commissioner is tempo- 
rarily closed. The people in the 
office are working remotely. All 
jurors with service scheduled 
through April 7 have had their 
service canceled. Anyone with 
service scheduled for April 7 
are on standby status unless 
they have received a notice of 
cancellation from the court. 

For more information, call 
your local clerk’s office or visit 
WWw.mass. gov. 


Hampden County Sheriff, DA oppose 
releasing inmates 


By Elise Linscott 
Staff Writer 


LUDLOW - Several groups 
are calling for the release of in- 
mates across the state in order 
to slow the spread of the coro- 
navirus, but Hampden County 
Sheriff Nick Cocchi and Dis- 
trict Attorney Anthony Gulluni 
said Monday these broad-brush 
recommendations are “strongly 
ill-advised” and “careless.” 

The ACLU, association of 
criminal defense lawyers and 
the committee of public counsel 
services have been pushing for 
the release of inmates statewide 
due to the coronavirus pandem- 
ic and the susceptibility of in- 
mates in close quarters. 

In a press conference Mon- 
day, March 31, Gulluni said that 
because society is in a precari- 
ous condition, releasing scores 
— potentially hundreds of thou- 
sands of inmates across the state 
— into society is “a bad idea.” 

Gulluni also said these re- 
quests are a “broad brush ap- 
proach, and a dangerous ap- 
proach.” 

“Tt does not 
consider victims’ 
statutory rights, it 
does not consider 





public safety,’ Gulluni said. For 
instance, statutorily guaranteed 
victims wouldn’t have notice of 
inmates being released. 

In the last week, Gulluni said 
his office agreed to a handful of 
inmates being released who “do 
not pose a risk to victims and 
do not pose a significant risk to 
public safety, and are at great- 
er risk because of a preexisting 
health condition and or because 
of their age. 

‘“We’ve taken a case by case 
basis, not insensitive to the risk 
that is posed to inmates, but 
thoughtful,” he said. 

In the last month, 107 in- 
mates have been released. A 
month ago, there were 1,166 
men and women in custody 
between the Hampden County 
Correctional Center in Ludlow 
and the Western Massachusetts 
Regional Women’s Correction- 
al Center. As of Monday, there 
were 1,059, Cocchi said. 

There are zero cases of 
COVID-19 in any Hampden 
County correctional facilities 
currently, but Cocchi isn’t naive 
in believing it won’t happen, 
and the threat of someone new 
entering with the virus is “al- 
ways present.” 

“Jails are a direct reflection 


of our communities,’ he said. 
“However, we have a strong pre- 
vention plan that is working ... 
and we have protocols in place 
to handle the situation without 
having it spread amongst our 
population.” 

Individuals leaving now 
would also be released without 
a proper release plan and that 
could be problematic for those 
struggling with substance abuse 
and recovery. For example, an 
individual’s risk of overdose if 
released without insurance cov- 
erage for medication assisted 
treatment exceeds the risk of 
acquiring COVID-19 within the 
Hampden County correctional 
facilities, according to a joint 
press release from the sheriff’s 
department and DA’s office. 

Most half-way houses are 
not accepting any new clients 
until this pandemic is under 
control, Cocchi said. Many of 
the inmates are self-reported as 
homeless and they need staffs’ 
assistance to find them an ap- 
propriate and safe living situ- 
ation, “or we are just shifting 
the responsibility of care to our 
towns and cities,’ according to 
the press release. 


CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 
Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 


631 Center Street, Ludlow 
589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 
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Wednesdays. 


HWRSD from page 1 


peanut butter and jelly sandwich- 
es, baby carrots, cucumbers, an 
orange, chocolate chip cookies 
and milk. Meals are served in a 
brown bag. 

Dougal explained the district 
sent out ConnectEd messages to 
families both through email and 
phone calls to inform them about 
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Signs like this direct families to the free meal delivery 
service available at Minnechaug Regional High School. 
Participating families receive breakfast and lunch for 
at least two days for their children on Mondays and 
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Breakfast bags like this are filled with cereal 
bowls, granola bars and fruit juice. Lunches include 
sandwiches, vegetables and milk. TIMES STAFF PHOTOS BY 


TYLER S. WITKOP 


To utilize the service, fam- 
ilies are asked to visit www. 
hwrsd.org and register ahead of 
time, though no family will be 
turned away. Registration is used 
to help the kitchen staff prepare 
enough meals. On the day of 
the pick-up, parents or guard- 
ians follow the signs at the high 
school and drive up to district 
staff members who check off 
participants and verify the num- 


ber of meals needed. Staff, wear- 
ing gloves and face masks for 
public safety, deliver the meals 
to the driver so nobody has to 
leave their vehicle. 

Meal carts are frequently 
sprayed with a sanitizing solu- 
tion to limit the potential spread 
of the novel coronavirus. 

“We have two sets of staff 
on a rotating schedule, so we’re 
limiting the number of staff in 
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District staff line up to serve meals to families March 
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30. The service is available Mondays and Wednesdays 


the kitch- 
en, being 
mindful of social distancing,” 
Dougal said. 

At this time, the district will 
be using peanut butter products 
and will not always be able to ac- 
commodate food allergies. Fam- 
ilies are encouraged to contact 
Dougal ahead of time if there 
are substitutions that need to be 
made. 


beginning at 11:30 a.m. 


Participants are encouraged 
to visit https://forms.gle/Tnc- 
C3Bihpuk2g¢YxR7 and complete 
a short survey. The survey asks 
for the student’s name and to 
check off the days the meals are 
necessary. 

For more information, email 
Dougal at jdougal @hwrsd.org. 


the offering. 


COA from page 1 


approved again during a town meeting. 
The COA had no one to turn to but the 
Friends, a 501(c)(3), and it’s longtime 
funding partner. 

“When I heard from PVPC that 
$15,000 might not be enough, I asked the 
Friends if they would call a meeting to 
[determine] if they could fund $10,000 
of additional money towards the study. 
They were very much in favor,’ said Re- 
becca Moriarty, executive director of the 
COA. 

As was hinted by Moriarty, the 
Friends responded quickly and positive- 
ly. Months of fundraising efforts were 
not required; the nonprofit organization 
put its support on display with a strong 
and immediate gesture. 

“The money is there. All we had to do 
was have a Board of Directors meeting 
and vote on it,’ said Friends Treasurer 
Ted Zebert. “We have a fair amount, and 
the money we have is for the senior cen- 
ter. The Board of Directors stepped up 
and said, ‘We’ll give you the $10,000 to 
go with your $15,000 so that you have 
the $25,000.” 

Moriarty was highly appreciative of 
the decision but wasn’t caught off guard. 
She noted that the Friends have support- 
ed the center’s mission of assisting local 
seniors for several decades. 

“T was not surprised,” she said. “The 
Friends have always been very support- 
ive of the senior center and any requests 
that I have made in the past. I was not 








surprised that they were fully supportive 
of that.” 

Due to space restrictions with current 
facility at 104 Allen St., senior center 
staff members are often forced to operate 
out of strange spaces, including a closet 
and TV room. Zebert further outlined the 
need for an expansion. 

‘As bad as the school situation is be- 
cause of the drop of students, conversely, 
you have a quickly growing senior pop- 
ulation. In Massachusetts, Hampden has 
one of the highest levels of seniors in a 
municipality. We have one of the oldest 
populations in the state,” he said. 

From renewing drivers licenses, to 
providing transportation and assisting 
with tax returns, the COA offers a variety 
of important resources to seniors and res- 
idents of all ages. The Friends is directly 
responsible for funding a large portion of 
those activities and programs. 

Zebert noted that the entirety of the 
senior center’s staff “always do more 
than they need to do or get paid to do; 
every one of them.” He also made it clear 
that the senior center is far more intricate 
than what outsiders may believe it to be. 

“A lot of people think that it’s all fun 
and dancing and having a good time; 
well it’s not. There’s a lot of important 
things that go on that help the seniors that 
don’t include dancing or playing cards,” 
said Zebert. 

For more information about the se- 





The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful ‘friends,’ volunteers and patrons. 
Hours: 
Tues. 1Oam- 4pm * Wed. 10am - 4pm Thurs. 10am - 4pm 
Fri. 1Oam-4pm * Sat. 10am - 4pm 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100 
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( Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library 
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NAMI conducts support groups 
via telephone during virus 


While public buildings and social 
gatherings have shut down statewide 
to limit the impact of the new corona- 
virus, the National Alliance on Mental 
IlIness-Massachusetts announced call-in 
capabilities for its Connection Support 
Groups. 


Effective this week, folks will be able 
to teleconference Mondays at 6:30 p.m., 
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. and Saturdays 
at 10 a.m. No password 1s required; par- 
ticipants need only call 508-206-8720. 

For more information, email jmagu- 
ire@namuimass.org. 


1307 Park Street (Route 20), Palmer, MA 
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Professional 


Sales & Service 


WANe 
BARS SAFETY TEST 
The Massachnetts Erheced Eessute & Seley Tet 
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413-289-1016 © 800-662-1016 


jacksonsautosalesandservice.com 
. Monday - Friday: 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM 


5 Star Authorized 
Registered State 

Emissions Repair 

Facility #RPOO8269 


Saturday 7:30 AM to NOON 


3 
MA INSPECTION STATION NO.35369 


e 15% Senior Discount Every Day! 
(Parts only/not valid with other coupon offers) 


e ASE Certified Mechanics 
e Automatic Transmission Repair 


...where every 4th Oil Change is 


same vehicle - cannot be combined with other coupon offers 
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| LUBE - OIL - FILTER 


' 540 
g. With quality Exxon Mobil oil, oil filter, 21 point J 


: $20 


check, top off all fluids. Up to 5 quarts of oil. 


oj 795 Most Vehicles 


With this coupon 

Expires 4/30/20 T 
Excludes diesel & synthetic - supersedes all other coupons 
OW EEE Oe 


TUNE-UP SPECIAL 


Includes: plugs, timing/idle speed and 
complete diagnostic checks 


4 cylinder 6 cylinder 8 cylinder 


1 $3Q95 $4Q* $5995 


Most Vehicles -With this coupon - Expires 4/30/20 T 


| 


I BRAKE SPECIAL 


P STARTING AT... 
rotors or replace rear pads 


799? 
l and turn rotors 
| 


Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 4/30/20 T 
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replace front pads & turn 


| EXHAUST SPECIAL 
| 


| 
Excludes Catalytic Converters 


I 
! FRONT 
l 


e FREE Towing during working hours 
(to Jackson's for repair within a 15 mile radius) 


¢ Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles 


‘ Approved 


Auto Repair 


e Weekly Tire Specials 


excludes diesel and synthetic 


OFF 


any service over $150 


OFF 


any service over $250 


Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 4/30/20 T 


25” OEE 
EXHAUST WORK 


Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 4/30/20 T 


WHEEL ALIGNMENT 


salerehail 4 WHEELS 


$4995 Vehicles $5995 


l INCLUDES TOE....ALL OTHER ADJUSTMENTS EXTRA 
Most vehicles -With this coupon - Expires 4/30/20 T 
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RADIATOR FLUSH 


up to 1 gallon of anti-freeze 


I 
! 
: STARTING 399° 
I 
[5 


Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 4/30/20 T 


| TRANSMISSION FLUSH ! 


I ra 95 | 
STARTING AT... Qj) , 


I Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 4/30/20T I 
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A COMMUNITY GALLERY 


Icing 
for the 
community... 


The Minnechaug Regional High 
School ice hockey team recently spent 
time volunteering at the Holyoke Sol- 
diers Home, spending time with vet- 
erans and serving ice cream. Has your 
club, team or group spent time helping 
others? Share your photos and tales with 
tyler@turley.com. 


Minnechaug hockey players scoop 
out ice cream for local veterans at 
the Holyoke Soldiers Home. 





All hands were on deck 
as the hockey team 
served ice cream to local 
veterans. 








fe yaW 1) 
HA 











Family time... 


Submitted through The Times’ Facebook page, 
the Sheehan family of Wilbraham enjoys some 
quality time solving a puzzle while many public 


“¥| Hockey players sit places close during the coronavirus pandemic. 
| and talk with veterans How are you staying social? 
during a recent ice Share your photos with tyler@turley.com. 
| cream social at the TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 
» Holyoke Soldiers 
Home. 
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The Minnechaug hockey team poses as a group during their recent volunteer 











Call us today to bu 

Team 413 is committed to doing our part 

We are still working for you, helping you m« 
Let us position you to hit the ground running w 


Team 413 consistently ranks in the top 
Making them the agents with the n 


“Per MLS as 
Heidi Pafumi Crane Park Drive, Wilbraham | 413 
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Send us in your announcements! 
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. 


We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, please 
keep it to less than 50 words. Please send to tyler@turley.com 
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Richard Crowe of 
Wilbraham spends 

his Saturday morning, 
March 28 flying a 
model airplane at 
Fountain Park. How are 
you passing the time? 
Share your photos and 
tales with tyler@turley. 
com. TIMES PHOTO BY 
DAVID MILES 














Feathered 
friend... 


Sarah Anthony and Brian 
Lawler, of Wilbraham, 
submitted this photo of a 
red-tailed hawk perched 
in a tree. They report 
observing this hawk and 
its suspected mate flying 
around and landing ina 
nest, and look forward 

to seeing chicks in the 
coming weeks. Are you 
wild for wildlife? Share 
your photos and tales to 





= eee i “ih. ir | ae Pos 7, “Gn 2e with tyler@turley.com. 
7 | | : eee 9 Me 8 TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 
experience at the Holyoke Soldiers Home. TIMES PHOTOS SUBMITTED . om ae a? | 
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ly or sell your home. 

to keep our communities safe and healthy. 

ove forward with buying or selling your home. 
hen the shutdowns are lifted. This too shall pass. 


5 agents in the county and Springfield.* 


nost experience to get the job done! 
of 12/31/2019 


-579-8326 | team413sells@gmail.com Shawna Gutowski 
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WORD SCRAMBLE 


Rearrange the letters to spell 
something pertaining to customers. 


YLALO 


Solve the code to discover words related to customers. 
Each number corresponds to a letter. 
(Hint: 6 = e) 


25 20 21 9 26 4 


Clue: Gives financial support 
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Guess Wha? 


lam an actor born in Germany on 
April 2, 1977. My parents relocated to 
the Republic of Ireland when | was two 
to open a restaurant. | eventually found 
my way into acting, and audiences 
were first introduced to me in “Band of 
Brothers.” I've made many other popular 
movies since then. 
AIPUuagSSD JADYIIP -AaMsSuy 


CUSTOMER WORD SEARCH se 


AGENT 
ATTENTION 
BUSINESS 
CONSISTENCY 
CUSTOMER 
ESCALATION 
ETIQUETTE 
EXPERIENCE 
FOLLOW-UP 
IMPACT 
IMPROVE 
LOYALTY 
MANAGEMENT 
METRICS 
PERCEPTION 
PERFORMANCE 
PRIORITY 
QUALITY 
REPEAT 
RESOLUTION 
SATISFACTION 
SERVICE 
SHOPPING 
SUPPORT 


9 6 21 20 22 8 
Clue: Sale of goods 


25 18 9 5 11 20 24 6 
Clue: Buy something 


quayo ‘Gq aspyoind ‘Dd jiwja. ‘Gg uolnd ‘y :ssamsuy 


59 8 22 6 4 21 


Clue: Person using services of another 


aAnoarxoaromo2Z2zuvu~<~aHXHtHWDWoHnZA 
r-m<2xKezp2HaztVHNnx<~<SsmMerw2aa4qin 
S=UVI<CZ2ZHHAPFPUMAQDHR SYK COAaH 
Omx«KnNnNOOoOxK UNC ZOWaocuHNxK< oO 
Orx VorrtiAouvruwuvynevdEerHeon 
<4a4ommezaonorazoovuvwc<oaoaomz2za7mc¢4cp 
<=Saqawnntzrr~DonarzrnDowemxrwn 
roAtDAaseaarvoronrauwnmaAa~<xwnuwnrs 
m-mx<HouTNwDWMNrFroTnTtsevTvSszaoaAinZeH ~< 
SMNnwHn KWDNOZwHaAaZNomMmMoorxar 
mrooxmrommo~<a~<xWNHA SHA PYSx<~Cc 
AZrumusntzamnomonZ2z2tHyan~<wnewv 
ZHCHHANOOrTKaAaAMMVIUNSPHAC! 
MEHoHOQQQHAHTTHAHZMSaSaZzHaInncacH 
HUHWOADOADAAroonmam2=mwonwv 
DADMDovszsaKOAZAAamMOQZzAamMZz=z0 
mozcecrwztoummreztruwuwrmnac 
V<erWDZ2QoqorzZzav7mxzevszaaArvwvaraZzoao~.< 
<MmMaAneoeZzZzomoNOo24tntZzomoarm 
MEeoHoarrwuvuSseHAH KON PF Ke KK DOS 


Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards. 


Websites for Kids 

| iste} | f | is) 2 ao 
et ye tf 7| | Storytime Online www.storylineonline.net Yes 

Read to Me readtomelv.com Yes 
Py] | 14]3. 1911. We Give Books wegivebooks.org No 

Starfall Starfall.com Yes 
2] | | 1917 ef de Barnes& Noble barnesandnoble.com/u/online 

Storytime -Storytime-books-toys/3/9003588/ Yes 
16] tf | 4 TumbleBooks tumblebooks.com/tcpclibrary.org/ 

tumblebooks.htm Yes 

413] | [2] Sf | International Childrens 


























Digital Library en.childrenslibrary.org/ No 
S518} PO) Ty LY tee ateyacom ts 

Stornynory www.storynory.com Yes 
3] | tf | 16 National Geographic ngexplorer.cengage.com/ 


Young Explorers ngyoungexplorer/index.html Yes 
7 2 S. Oxford Owl www.oxfordowl.co.uk Yes 
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e A Break 


ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20 

Things are not always what they seem, 
Aries. Keep this in mind when dealing or 
working with people you have never met. 
It may take some time to figure things 
out. 

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21 

Taurus, asking a bunch of questions may 
not unveil the answers you were hoping 
for. You may not be asking the right ques- 
tions. Keep forging ahead. 

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21 

The ability to listen is an important skill, 
Gemini. This ability is especially valuable 
when others come to you for advice. Lis- 
ten intently and do your best to help. 
CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22 

Cancer, even if things do not entirely 
make sense this week, you can glean 
certain bits of information here and there 
that can help you to paint the bigger 
picture. 

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23 

Leo, imitation is the highest form of 
flattery. Keep a keen eye on someone you 
admire at work, and then try to mirror 
this person in your actions. 

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22 

Virgo, certain responsibilities may seem 
like a drain on your time. But right now 
you are not seeing how even small tasks 
can add up to big results in the end. 
Remain patient. 

LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23 

Libra, certain battles cannot be won no 
matter how hard you try. Do not focus 
unnecessary energy on things that cannot 
be scaled. Direct your focus to more 
inportant projects. 

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22 

A project you started may come to a 
screeching halt, Scorpio. This does not 
mean you should abandon it entirely. It 
just means you will have to take a brief 
hiatus and restart. 

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21 
Sagittarius, people naturally want to be 
around you, but sometimes you need to 
take a step back and focus on yourself. 
Clear your schedule for some personal 
time this week. 

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20 

Spring is a time of new beginnings, Cap- 
ricorn. You may be presented with several 
new opportunities. Travel, a new job or 
even expanding your family may be in 
the cards. 

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18 
Aquarius, even if you do not have all the 
answers, you can take steps that address 
many of the changes that have occurred 
in your life lately. 

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20 

Channel your creativity into projects that 
let you express yourself, Pisces. Artwork, 
writing and crafting are a few examples. 


ANSWERS WILL BE IN NEXT WEEKS PAPERS 


Monson Savings Bank Adjusted Hours Announcement! 


Monson Drive-up | 8:30 - 5:00 Monday through Friday | 9:00 - 12:00 Saturday 
Hampden Drive-up | 9:00 - 4:00 Monday through Friday | 9:00 - 12:00 Saturday 


Ware Drive-up | 9:00 - 4:00 Monday through Friday | 9:00 - 12:00 Saturday M S , 
Wilbraham Drive-up | 9:00 - 4:00 Monday through Friday | 9:00 - 12:00 Saturday One AV IT) S 
our ban orever 


Please remember we have online and mobile banking for your convenience 
and our ATM's are available 24/7. We hope you are staying healthy and safe! 
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Minnechaug’s final game comes before quarantine 





By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


WORCESTER — A _ year 
ago, the Springfield Central girls 
basketball team defeated Cen- 
tral Mass. champion Franklin in 
the Division 1 state semifinals 
at Worcester State University’s 
John P. Brissette Competition 


Hallie O’Toole 
shoots on the 


basket. 


Autumn Strange keeps the passing game moving during Gabrielle Bartolomei moves the ball away from the 
Minnechaug’s state semifinal game last month. 


sports@turley.com 


pP 


Court. 

The Minnechaug Lady Fal- 
cons, who captured the Western 
Mass. title for the first time since 
2004, was looking to achieve 
the same feat against the Frank- 
lin Lady Panthers in this year’s 
Division | state semifinal game, 


Please see , page 9 


Latest school closure 
threatens cancellation of 
spring tournaments 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


The extended school closure 
imposed by Gov. Charlie Baker 
last week has now called into 
question whether or not school 
will resume in the 2019-2020 
school year, but also whether or 
not there will even be a short- 
ened regular season for spring 
sports in 2020. 

Numerous schools have stu- 
dents chomping at the bit to get 
on fields and courts, but the latest 
closure extension threatens any 
of that from happening, as well 
as puts the postseason tourna- 
ment in serious jeopardy. 

MIAA officials and the Board 
of Directors were scheduled to 
have another meeting to weigh 


guidance from the Tournament 
Management Committee about 
the prospect of having the tour- 
nament. 

The current plan was to open 
up practices for spring sports on 
Monday, April 27. Games could 
begin on Monday, May 4. 

Last week, Baker announced 
an extension of the school clo- 
sure to Monday, May 4. How- 
ever, depending on how the pan- 
demic numbers shake out, social 
distancing orders could be lifted 
sooner. Players could hit fields 
before school resumes much like 
they do during the summertime 
preparing for fall sports. 

While it remains a possibili- 
ty, the MIAA has not discussed 


Please see , page 9 
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Gabriella Ofcarcik 
looks at her 
teammates down the 


corner. Photos by Gregory A. Scibelli 





fF) acebook.com/turleysports 
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RIS 


SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 


www.sports.turley.com 


Madison Sanborn gets ready to shoot just outside the 


perimeter. 


Avard to lead bc Blue Sox in 2020 


HOLYOKE — Blue Sox 
President Fred Cuiaglo  an- 
nounced today the hiring of 
Kate Avard and the team’s new 
General Manager. 

Avard, 22, will be returning 
to the Blue Sox organization 
after interning with the team 
during the 2016 season. The 
Easthampton, MA native, orig- 
inally from Holyoke, is a grad- 
uate of the University of Mas- 
sachusetts Amherst where she 
earned a B.S. degree in Sport 
Management from the Isenberg 
School of Management and a 
B.S. degree studying kinesiol- 
ogy from the School of Public 
Health and Health Sciences. 

‘“We’re very excited to ap- 
point Kate as our new General 
Manager,” said Ciaglo. “Having 
previously served as one of our 
interns, she knows the culture 
and community-oriented mis- 
sion of our organization. Given 
her education in sport manage- 


Kate Avard 


ment, Kate will bring strong 
business fundamentals, creativ- 
ity and a passion for baseball to 
the Blue Sox front office.” 
While at UMass Amherst, 
Avard served as the Intramural 
Special Events Assistant and 
held multiple internships with- 
in the Athletic Department. 





After graduating from UMa- 
ss Amherst, Avard enrolled in 
graduate courses studying ath- 
letic training and emergency 
medicine at Boston University. 

Avard is eager to return to 
MacKenzie Stadium and ex- 
pand her role with the organi- 
zation. 

“Growing up in Holyoke, 
I attended many Holyoke Gi- 
ants games, then later Blue Sox 
games, with my family which 
is where I fell in love with the 
sport of baseball,” said Avard. I 
later interned with the team and 
saw firsthand the positive influ- 
ence the team had on the local 
families and local community, 
similar to what I had personally 
experienced growing up,’ she 
added. 

“The Blue Sox reputation 
has grown tremendously over 
the past few years, making 


Please see , page 9 
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Summer Challenge announced 
for Thompson Speedway 


THOMPSON, Conn. -- Thompson 
Speedway Motorsports Park and Save The 
Purse jointly announced on Thursday that 
competitors in the NASCAR Weekly Rac- 
ing Series Late Model division will have 
three, 50-lap feature races in 2020 as part 
of a new Late Model Mid-Summer Chal- 
lenge. 

A group of competitors joined togeth- 
er over the offseason to form Save The 
Purse, a group that has come up with addi- 
tional purse money through sponsors and 
have put it towards these special events. 
The group is run by recognized rac- 
ing crew member Brad Martel. 

Each of the three events will pay 
$2,000 to the winner, $1,000 for second 
and $750 for third. A full purse will be 
distributed to the top 25 competitors. The 
races will take place as part of the three 
standalone NASCAR Weekly Racing Se- 
ries events scheduled for June 3, July 8 
and Aug. 5. 

Thompson Speedway is committed 
to the future of oval track racing and in 
2020 has planned a six-race NASCAR 
schedule. With the addition of a night of 
double features for all five NASCAR divi- 
sions, competitors will have the chance to 
run seven feature races. 

These Late Model special events are 
going to be a must-watch for all race fans. 

“Watching a group of racers come to- 
gether and come up with funds to increase 
the purse is something special, and we are 
happy to work with them,’ Terry Eames, 
the General Manager of Thompson Speed- 
way Motorsports Park, said. “We’re look- 
ing forward to watching competitors race 
for this extra purse money while running 
some extra laps. Fans won’t want to miss 
these special events.” 


‘“‘We were determined to come up with 
the best possible solution to increase the 
purse value at Thompson in 2020,” Brad 
Martel, the Director of Save The Purse, 
said. “We’re looking forward to watching 
a competitive division competed in double 
their normal distance for some extra cash.” 

Sponsors included in the Mid-Summer 
Classic will be announced later. As part of 
these special night events, the NASCAR 
Weekly Racing Series Sunoco Modifieds, 
SK Light Modifieds, Limited Sportsman 
and Mini Stocks will join the action. 

Thompson Speedway also runs in the 
Late Model program under American Ca- 
nadian Tour rules, and in 2020, will also 
be part of the New England Late Model 
Challenge Cup. Thompson is one of five 
tracks in the program — one that will have 
all scheduled weekly Late Model events 
eligible to receive points towards win- 
ning the Cup. ACT will take the 10 best 
finishes for each registered driver across 
all five tracks and count it towards the 
drivers totals, with a special points sys- 
tem in place based on a driver’s feature 
finishes and event car counts, with bonus 
points for wins and cars passed. With the 
three events paying additional purse, these 
could be races that drivers across New En- 
gland elect to attend to earn crucial points. 

With COVID-19 sweeping through the 
United States, Thompson officials have 
been forced to update the 2020 sched- 
ule. Currently, the 46th annual Icebreaker 
presented by Liquid Death is tentatively 
scheduled for May 15-16. A full schedule 
of postponed events will be released later. 

For more information on Thompson 
Speedway Motorsports Park, visit thomp- 
sonpeedway.com and follow the track on 
social media. 
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Valley Wheel Baseball looking 


for new players 


REGION -— The Valley Wheel Over- 
30 Baseball League is seeking new 
players for the upcoming 2020 season, 
which is set to begin near the end of 
April. The league is seeking players 
ages 28 and up. Players turning 28 
this year are eligible. However, only 
players 30 and older can pitch. The 
league plays 15 regular season games 
with games being held mostly on Sun- 
days with a couple of weekday games 
thrown in the mix as well as a special 
Mother’s Day Saturday game in early 


May. The league is built on comrad- 
ery, fair play, and having a good time 
with friends. If interested in trying out, 
go to www.valleywheelbaseball.com. 
The rules of the league and new play- 
er forms can be found on the site. For 
further information, you can contact 
the league’s commissioner, Jim Nason 
at wheell2@comcast.net or call him 
at (413) 433-4308. Tryouts will be tak- 
ing place in the early weeks of April, 
weather permitting, with a draft follow- 
ing the tryouts. 


Sign-ups ongoing for Quabbin 


League 


REGION — The Quabbin Valley 
Over-30 Baseball League is_ seek- 
ing new players for 2020 season. The 
league has six teams, several with open 
roster spots. Last year, the league vot- 
ed to allow players age 28 and 29 to be 
able to join the league, though players 
under 30 are not eligible to pitch. The 
cost of the league this season is $192. 
For returning players, sign-ups are 
extended through May 1. New play- 
ers can also sign up through this date 
with the draft currently set for May 2. 


The league hopes to begin play in early 
June. The season is 15 regular season 
games plus at least one playoff game. A 
modified schedule is being worked on 
by league officials. Games are nine in- 
nings and metal (BBCOR -3) or wood 
bats are allowed. Fields locations are 
throughout Western Mass. For more in- 
formation on the league, or if you are 
interested in registering, go to https:// 
www.quabbinvalleybaseball.org/. The 
league is also in Facebook. 


NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general news, personality profiles, and community 
features that we know about. This includes all selectmen and school committee meetings as well 
as spot planning board, board of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by the 
issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual major community event features that we 
should always cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other features to celebrate 
the fabric of our communities and their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide 


funding for this paid staff coverage. 


For more information on news or community features for Wilbraham Hampden Times, please 


email twitkop@turley.com. 


AVARD from page 11 


the team a staple throughout Western Mass, said Avard. 
“Stepping into the role of General Manager, I hope I am 
able to build upon the relationship the organization has 
with the community and grow the team in the coming 
years.” 


SPRING from page 11 


the possibility of the entire spring season being cancelled. 
However, the board of directors did agree that if spring 
sports did not begin before April 27, there would be no 
tournament action. 

On March 26, the MIAA described the additional 
school closure as a fluid situation. The MIAA hopes to 
provide an update sometime this week. 

“Among TMC recommendations to the Board is that if 
there is a spring season start date of after April 27, there 
will not be an MIAA tournament,’ the MIAA website 
states. “This recommendation, as well as a plan to save a 
spring season for MIAA student-athletes will be the sub- 
stance of a March 30 Board meeting.” 

This recent news from the Governor is surreal. The 
MIAA will continue to monitor this fluid situation and 
provide updates regarding spring sports as soon as they 
are made available. Thank you all for your flexibility, un- 
derstanding and patience. Support and guidance to our 
schools, student-athletes and to you, our membership, is 
priority during this uncertain time. 

The spring season has been delayed in the past due to 
late winter snow that specifically shuts down baseball and 
softball games till the second or even third week of April. 
But there has never been a shutdown of action this lengthy. 

However, last year, constant rain did wreak havoc on 
the regular season. In all there was a week of delay to start 
the season, plus more than a dozen full-fledged rain days 
that postponed action throughout the spring and resulted 
in an additional week being added to the regular season. 

If spring sports are able to commence on April 27, the 
regular season would be extended out until June 10, with 
playoffs to follow in the two weeks after that. 

The spring season includes the most number of sports 
played in the least period of time, usually about eight 
weeks. Spring sports include: Baseball, softball, boys la- 
crosse, girls lacrosse, girls track, boys track, boys tennis, 
girls tennis, and boys volleyball. 

Athletes have been shut down since March 10 during 
the state tournament week. Spring practices never hap- 
pened. 
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which took place at Worcester State on March 10. 

Led by senior forward Ali Brigham, who posted a 
double-double, the Lady Panthers celebrated a 55-43 
victory over the Lady Falcons. 

“We knew that this was going to be a very difficult 
game for us, but we left everything that we had on the 
court,’ said Minnechaug senior Molly Cronin, who’s 
hoping to wrap-up her high school athletic career as a 
member of the outdoor track and field this spring. ““We 
did the best that we could in tonight’s game and it was 
just an amazing season for us.” 

Because of the coronavirus pandemic, the Division 
1 state final game, which was scheduled to take place 
at the DCU Center in Worcester on March 14, was can- 
celed. Franklin (24-0) and Eastern Mass. champion An- 
dover were declared co-state champions by the MIAA. 

Franklin, who won their first three postseason tour- 
nament games by an average of 26.6 points, has com- 
piled a 45-3 overall record during the past two seasons. 

The Lady Falcons, who captured the Valley Wheel 
League title this season with a 7-1 mark, finished the 
2019-20 campaign with an 18-5 overall record. 

“T just told the girls in the locker room how proud 
the coaching staff was of them and how far they’ve 
come since the first day of tryouts back in November,” 
said first-year Minnechaug head coach Tony Giuggio. 
“T also told them to hold their heads high and that they 
have nothing to be ashamed of whatsoever. We knew 
that we had a very good chance of making it here this 
year, especially with our senior class.” 

The other Minnechaug seniors besides Cronin are 
Madison Sanborn, Autumn Strange, Gabby Ofcarcik, 
and Lauren Barry, who missed the entire postseason 
tournament with an ankle injury. 

“When I joined the basketball team as a sophomore, 
I didn’t know anyone,’ Cronin said. “We’ve become 
lifelong friends during the past couple of years. I’m 
really going to miss playing basketball for this team a 
lot.” 

None of the Minnechaug players reached double 
digits in scoring against Franklin. 

Leading the way offensively for the Lady Falcons 
was Strange with eight points. The trio of Ofcarcik, 
junior Emily Howard, and junior Lillian Grono scored 
seven points. Junior Gabby Bartolomei and sophomore 
Hallie O’ Toole each chipped 1n with five points. Cronin 
scored four points. 

Cronin drew the assignment of guarding Brigham, 
who’s be playing college basketball at George Univer- 
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sity next year. She scored 15 of her game-high 25 points 
against Minnechaug during the first half. Brigham, 
who’s 6-foot-4, also pulled down a game-high 15 re- 
bounds. 

“When you see someone like her on film, you don’t 
realize how big she is,’ Giuggio said. “Molly worked 
her tail off against her the whole game. With Lauren 
being injured, Molly took her game to another level 
during the past couple of weeks. We also tried to double 
and tripled team Brigham, but we couldn’t stop her.” 

Brigham scored 10 points in the opening quarter, 
which helped Franklin build a 14-8 advantage. 

“Their center was very tall,’ Cronin said. “It was 
very difficult to get the ball inside against her on of- 
fense. We tried the best we could against her defensive- 
ly.” 

The Lady Falcons, who never held the lead, man- 
aged to stay within striking distance during the first 
eight minutes of the contest with a pair of 3-pointers 
by O’ Toole and Howard. Bartolomei also hit a jumper 
from the top of the key. 

Both teams scored 10 points during the second 
quarter and the Lady Panthers headed into the locker 
room holding a 24-18 lead. 

Following a Howard lay-up, Strange knocked down 
a 3-pointer from the left side of the key, which sliced 
Franklin’s deficit to 27-23 with 2:40 remaining in the 
third quarter. 

A minute later, the Lady Falcons were trailing 31-26 
following another 3-pointer from the top of the key by 
Bartolome. 

“This team just doesn’t quit no matter what the chal- 
lenge is,’ Giuggio said. “As a head coach, it’s just awe- 
some to see effort that the players put into every game.” 

Overall, the Lady Falcons made a total of seven 
3-pointers in the state semifinal game. 

Franklin closed out the third quarter with a 7-2 spurt 
and they entered the final eight minutes with a 38-28 
lead. 

The Lady Panthers largest lead of the game was 46- 
33 following a lay-up by sophomore Olivia Quinn (16 
points) with less than four minutes remaining in regu- 
lation. 

With just under a minute left in the contest, a lay-up 
by O’ Toole was Minnechaug’s final made field goal of 
the season. Cronin made a pair of free throws with 42.7 
seconds left on the scoreboard clock making the score 
53-43. 
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HEALTH & WELLNESS Bf 


Hospital staff man the front lines 


By Dalton Zbierski 
and Melina Bourdeau 
Staff Writers 


While patients fight a war 
against COVID-19, medical per- 
sonnel roam the front lines. 

Medical professionals at 
Baystate Hospitals in the region, 
Cooley Dickinson in Northamp- 
ton and Holyoke Hospital each 
face a similar set of issues caused 
by the pandemic, which are be- 
ing navigated on a daily basis. 

As of March 25, throughout 
the Baystate Health network, 
835 individuals have been tested; 
373 have come back negative; 52 
positive and 410 are still pending 
results. 

Cooley Dickinson had issued 
14 positive tests for COVID-19 
and was in the process of inves- 
tigating 92 additional people, as 
of the same date. 


Measures taken thus far 

At the Holyoke Medical Cen- 
ter, one patient was being treated 
for COVID-19 as of March 23, 
but no nurses were on self-quar- 
antine at that time. 

Baystate Medical Center has 
constructed a temporary rapid 
response triage facility outside 
the Emergency Department as a 
result of the demands created by 
the coronavirus pandemic, ac- 
cording to Michelle Holmgren, 
of Baystate Health. “These are 
designed to handle some 30 to 
40 patients; the triage area will 
serve as a rapid, initial screen- 
ing venue for staff to identify 
those patients of most immediate 
need.” 

Neither Holyoke nor Cooley 
Dickinson have transformed its 
waiting rooms into triage units 
and both are strictly sticking to 
protocols handed down by the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. 

In order to meet the growing 
number of cases at each hospi- 
tal, various safety measures have 
been made. 

Inside Cooley Dickinson 
hospital, visitors have been re- 
stricted and many employees 
have been assigned remote work 
when possible. 

As of Wednesday, March 18, 
Baystate Health restricted its vis- 
itor policy and at this time is not 
allowing visitors at any Baystate 
Health hospitals. 

There are exceptions, at the 
discretion of Baystate Health, 
of one parent or guardian for a 





Cooley Dickinson had issued 14 positive tests for COVID-19 and was 
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in the process of investigating 92 additional people, as of March 25. 





At the Holyoke Medical Center, one patient was being treated for 
COVID-19 as of March 23, but no nurses were on self-quarantine at 


that time. 


patient under the age of 18, one 
birthing partner for a patient in 
labor, one person at a time for 
a hospice or end of life patient, 
one clergy member for an end of 
life patient and one caretaker for 
a completely depending patient. 


Seeking medical attention 

Holyoke Medical Center ad- 
vises people with symptoms to 
call their primary care provid- 
er and/or go to the center and 
follow signs labeled for fever, 
cough and flu symptoms, which 
lead to the Emergency Room. 

Dr. Armando Paez, chief of 
infectious diseases at Baystate 
Health, added that “approxi- 
mately 80 percent of COVID-19 
are mild infections. 

‘““However, this can be a seri- 
ous infection requiring hospital- 
ization for some, particularly in 
the elderly and those with diabe- 
tes, heart and lung disease,” he 
said. “Similar to the flu, symp- 
toms may include fever, cough, 
and shortness of breath two to 14 
days after exposure. Symptoms 


can be mild to severe illness and 
result in pneumonia.” 

The medical team at Cooley 
Dickinson strongly recommends 
that everyone stay home, isolate, 
practice social distancing and 
maintain good hand hygiene. 

“That’s the best thing we can 
do to help decrease the transmis- 
sion of the virus,” said MacGre- 
gor. 

Both facilities are in daily 
communication with local and 
State officials, the Massachusetts 
Hospital Association and other 
hospitals. 

Cooley Dickinson is also in 
touch with its parent hospital, 
Massachusetts General Hospital. 

“Conversations are about 
testing; supporting our work- 
force through this public health 
crisis; planning for a potential 
surge of patients as well as man- 
aging the daily operations of 
people who come to the hospi- 
tal with heart attack, stroke, and 
other medical conditions that are 
not related to COVID-19. We are 
working collaboratively across 


the region and the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts,’ said 
MacGregor. 

MacGregor explained what 
symptoms mandate a hospital 
Visit. 

“If someone is experienc- 
ing common symptoms of 
COVID-19 such as fever or 
cough, they should call their 
primary health care provider for 
guidance,” she said. “For their 
safety and the safety of others, 
please do not go to an urgent 
care clinic or emergency room 
unless you have been instructed 
to do so.” 

“Your primary care provid- 
er will give you instructions on 
how to get care without exposing 
other people to your illness. If 
you are experiencing life-threat- 
ening symptoms such as difficul- 
ty in breathing or pressure in the 
chest, please call 911.” 


Medical staff face shortage 

Hospitals and medical cen- 
ters across the state are being 
also fac- 
ing a 
lack of 
supplies. 

M a - 
terials 
that may 
have 
b :¢.¢ i 
taken for 
grant- 
ed last 
month 
have 
quickly 
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precious 
com - 
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As of March 25, throughout Baystate Health, 835 individuals have 
been tested; 373 have come back negative; 52 positive and 410 are 
still pending results. 


modities. Local facilities are 
preparing for the worst, and ad- 
ditional materials are needed. 

Holyoke Medical Center had 
adequate supplies as of March 
23, but Director of Marketing 
Rebecca MacGregor voiced con- 
cerns surrounding resupply. The 
hospital needs N-95 masks and 
N-99, she said. 

However, used or homemade 
masks will not be accepted, 
MacGregor added. 

Cooley Dickinson  Hospi- 
tal in Northampton adopted a 
similar policy regarding “risky 
masks,” but urges residents to 
donate medical-grade Personal 
Protective Equipment. 

Acceptable donations include 
surgical or fluid shield N-95 
masks, googles, safety glasses, 
disposable gowns, hand sanitiz- 
er, bleach and Sani- Wipes. 

Provisions can be dropped off 
at Cooley Dickinson’s North En- 
trance, Monday through Friday, 
between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


ATTENTION!!! 
FIREWOOD FOR SALE!! 
Why wait? Buy now and Save 
$$$ next Winter! 
Unseasoned wood, cut and split 
$225.00 per cord with free delivery 
up to 15 miles 
If you wait ‘til Fall for seasoned wood, 
cut and split, the price will be 
$245.00 per cord with free delivery 
up to 10 miles. 

Call now for your great savings 
on firewood! 
TANGLEWOOD SERVICES 
413-207-7592 or email 
tanglewoodservices @ yahoo.com 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 

Seasoned cut & split $200.00 

All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 


WIFRESH CUT FIREWOOD!!! 


Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 


chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 


vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 


an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 


hunting, fishing gear. Old advertis- 
ing, cast iron cookware. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


A DUMP TRUCK clearing out attics, 
cellars, garages, barns, whole house 
clean-outs, scrap metal. Free esti- 
mates. 413-374-5377 


AAA DUMPSTER RENTALS, 10- 
30 yd. capacity, house clean-outs. Fully 
insured. Commercial/ Residential. Free 
estimates. 413-277-5660 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re- 
finishing - cane, fiber rush & splint - 
Classroom instructor, 20+ years expe- 
rience. Call Walt at (413)289-6670 
for estimate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 


Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 








PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 





CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 





ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


SERVICE CALLS, REPAIRS, code 
violations, smoke alarms, home in- 
spection repairs, Hot Tubs, swimming 
pools, more. Timothy McGovern Lic 
#a16618 413-530-4958 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


ACO 
MASONRY, HEATING & 
AIR CONDITIONING 
All types of masonry work. 
Chimney repair, tile work, stucco, 
stone, brick, block, concrete, 
flat work, pavers, retaining walls. 
Heating & Air Conditioning 
Service & Installation 
Furnaces, Sheet Metal 
Power Washing 
Licensed & Insured 
Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
Competitive Rates 
Call Adam Ouimette 
413-374-7779 


BD GENERAL SERVICES Car 


pentry, windows, doors, roofs, gut- 
ters, floors, quality painting. Insured. 
References. Free Estimates. MA 


HIC#175887. In business 30+ yrs. 


Advertise 
your home 
improvement 


services in our 
classifieds. 
We get results! 





FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


Base Price 
; 


2 
2 


3 
3 


3 
7 
1 
) 
9 


Base Price] 3 
$35.00 


DEADLINES 


Base Price 

a0 $26.00 

Base Price} 24 Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 
Base Price 28 Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
Base Price 32 Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 


Base Price 36 Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 
36.00 


Base Price 
50 40 


Base Price 
$35 F 


$ 





Number of Weeks: 


X perweekrate=$ 


= Pe Se Se 


Credit Card: (J MasterCard VISA 1 Discover 1 Cash ] Check# 
Card #:_ oe _ a Exp. Date __ CVV 
Amount of charge: __ _ — _ Date: _ 


Quabbin 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 
50,500 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON : 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 





Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 


Addathird ZONE  °5.00 
TT Quabbin 
J 


Subtotal 


BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 









OAKHAM 
| NEW BRAINTREE 
(-\ BROOKFIELD 





z 
So 
3 
= 
EAST th | 
BROOKFIELD 









WALES ( HOLLAND 





Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


Includes 
———— additional words 


$10.00 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


xNumberofWeeks 


TOTAL Enclosed 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Spring Clean-ups 

Dethatching 

Mulch/ Stone 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 
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ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER auality 
work. Best prices for sheds, garages, 
and ranches. (413)786-7924, 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. Lifetime 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


LEARN TO RIDE jump, show! Be- 
ginner to advanced. Qualified instruc- 
tors. boarding, training, leasing. IEA 
teams. Year round riding programs. Gift 
certificates available. 860-874-8077 
Suffield, CT endofhunt.com 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 





The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


FOR RENT iO] is ae 


3) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 

This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 
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Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


QUABBIN & 


SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY 
AT NOON 


Find your dream 
home or list your 
property here! 





make any such preference, limitation, 










i Sena ; this newspaper are available on an equal 
TREE WORK or discrimination.’ We will not know- opportunity basis. To complain about | | LLTOWNS 
| HELP WANTED | ingly accept any advertising for real discrimination call The Department of 
estate which is in violation of the law. Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
AAA1 H & H TREE SERVICE toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. MONDAY 


All persons are hereby informed that 


Fully insured. 15 yrs experience climb- 
all dwellings advertised are available 


ing. Skid steer work, land clearing. Call 


MECHANIC WANTED. EXPERI- area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 


free number for the hearing impaired is 


AT NOON 


Dave. 413-668-6560 day/night. 


ATEKS TREE- Honest, quality tree 
service. From pruning to house lot 
clearing. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Firewood sales. (413)687-3220 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


Loy NS Sol wee >.S 9 
et ee et = t= 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 





MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


A y Pad \Y \\ x ‘ J \ 








ENCED in truck & heavy equipment. 
Must have own tools. APMI, Monson, 
MA 413-267-4088 


PINE GROVE CONDOS 
SOUTH HADLEY 
Ground maintenance job 


Mowing, trimming and odd jobs 
June-Fall. Apply to 
pinegrovecondos @comcast.net 
Attn: Manager 





TOWN OF WILBRAHAM 
ASSISTANT ASSESSOR 
Looking for a reliable Assistant Asses- 
sor. For application and more informa- 
tion please visit www.wilbraham-ma. 
gov. Application deadline 5/1/2020 at 

4:30 PM. EOE 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM 
PUBLIC WORKS - 
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR 
Great opportunity for fully benefited 
union position with municipal public 
works department; if you are a good 
worker, and are willing to learn how to 
operate trucks, snow plows, backhoes, 
front-end/bucket loaders, jet vacuums, 
specialty mowers, sweepers, rollers, 
street pavers, and manual & power 
tools, work under all weather condi- 
tions & for prolonged periods of time, 
we are looking for you! Req. HS/GED, 
some related work exp. preferred; CDL 
B w/tanker, Hoisting 2B, 4E & 4G re- 
quired within 1 year of hire, license 
fees paid by town; clean driving re- 
cord; $19.82-$23.95/hr DOQ. Must 
complete application available online 
at www.wilbraham-ma.gov or in the 
Selectmen's Office, 240 Springfield St., 
Wilbraham MA 01095. Deadline Friday, 

May 1, 2020, at 4:30 pm. EEO 


912.50 Beye) 


Each 6) Ye et 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 


our publications. Go to 
newspapers.turley.com/ 
photo-request 


on an equal opportunity basis. 1-800-927-9275. 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Reaching readers in 50 local 


communities every week. 
EE 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 


FINANCIAL SERVICES (413)589-1671 


PROCRASTINATORS WANTED 
Are you still putting off filing your taxes? 
Why not let the tax professionals at AJE Financial Services help! 
We will do whatever it takes (within our power) to make it 
as painless as possible. Why not give us a call today! 
It shouldn't have to hurt! 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 

Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kitchentabletaxes.com 


Tel: 413-289-0058 
SSB Fox: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


\Y/)(e1al(e) aim rob. @rsl ale ml arclaleltsl meets alsleists 


TS te od we) o) (=) aa larg 
i=) a= od oj c=t-t-j (eo) alt=) Mm mt-lave|(— mi ace) am’{o] em 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 © Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com ¢ pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 











CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 ina 


ERE YAEL Cvvoinmend te 


Appointment 
The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


PROVIDER 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 32 years tax experience ~ 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


Bruce J. Charwick 


62 Jim Ash Road 
(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 


Personal & Small Business 





Federal & All States 


FAAS, FPP TBA 


TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


IRS Certified Tax Preparers 
1622 North Main Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @ charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 














Reg. Prices 
~ To All New Clients ! 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 


413-283-8393 ¢ 1-800-824-6548 


best 





© Check Out Our For Sale, Services, 
Pets and Other Classifieds 


e Real Estate: For Sale, 


HED 


For Rent & Vacation Rentals 


© Help Wanted: Part Time & 
Full Time Career Opportunities 


Call toll free to place your classified ad: 


800-824-6548 
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CALL US FOR DETAILS ON ANY OF THESE PROPERTIES 


STATUS ADDRESS DESCRIPTION LIST PRICE 

*) NEW 563 Glendale Rd., Hampden 7 room, 3 bed, 2f Oh bath Ranch $350,000 
OUESTIONS ACT 84 Yale St., Ludlow 6 room, 3 bed, 1f Oh bath Ranch $194,900 
= PCG 151 Stonehill Rd., East Longmeadow 10 room, 5 bed, 2f 1h bath Colonial $499,000 

PCG 6 Highmoor Dr., Wilbraham 8 room, 4 bed, 2f Oh bath Cape $339,500 


If you have questions regarding Perey ever Tir Tere teen Tete 


4 STATUS ADDRESS DESCRIPTION LIST PRICE 
real estate ISSUES and concems ACT 114 Chapin Greene Dr U:114 Ludlow 4 room, 2 bed, 1f 2h bath Townhouse, Attached $192,900 
PCG 2205 Boston Rd U:C25 Wilbraham 6 room, 2 bed, 2f 1h bath Townhouse $195,500 


during this crisis you can Call us. CAND LISTINGS 
We are still here working for you! ACT lot 54 Kr de aes eennal acres (63,162 SqFt) ea: aa 


lot 54 Knollwood, Ludlow 
ACT Lot 59A Knollwood Rd., Ludlow, 0.98 Residential acres (42,605 SqFt) $64,900 
Please note though that we ACT 89 Timberidge Rd., Ludlow, 1.33 Residential acres (57,813 SqFt) $96,900 
ACT O Cedar St., Ludlow 023 Residential acres (10,000SqFt) $114,900 


cannot discuss matters with ACT Lot 4 Silver Monson 2.83 Residential acres (123,274 SqFt) $84,900 
people already represented COMMERCIAL LISTINGS 


STATUS ADDRESS DESCRIPTION LIST PRICE 

by another firm ACT 204B Main St., Monson Commercial Building $850 
- ACT 145 Palmer Rd Monson, Commercial Building 155 $1,975 x1 Monson $1,960 

ACT 145 Palmer Rd Monson, 5856 SqFt Commercial Building $239,470 


Search LandmarkRE.com For All Listings In Western MA 











Please be safe! 





; es ve CAREER IN REAL ESTATE? Call Us or Visit Landmark RE.com and Click on Careers 
mastic. apne ao ear. HIRING ASSOCIATES FOR OFFICES IN: Wilbraham, 
we nia yam Wo) ale |aat=r-e(e)'am (eo) al-yeo)amm-lare me) elalareli(-ire 























John Moltenbrey Tom Avezzie Nick Ferrara Bonnie Leaning Luci Giguere “Ann Paquette Kathy Esser Sue Rheaume Dot Lortie 
427-5176 218-7991 386-4523 265-3861 575-2837 626-6871 348-3803 478-0671 478-1940 
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Steve Lortie Kate McGrath Ann Marie Martin Sandy Wegrzyn Art Ferrara Jacqueline Kenny Alyssa Rhodes Susan Raimer 
427-4122 244-6051 206-1161 519-1056 348-5827 222-7285 896-9269 374-3348 


View Listings: Facebook, Twitter & Instagram. 
mlalem-)"4-1a'acallalemelam mr-lalelsat-|a. dni —merelan 





Ask Us For A Highest Price Analysis On Your Home Sales Positions Available — Licensing Course LAND Mz se 
Relocation Across The Country or Around The World Market Leader -Serving Our Communities Since 1987 & LORTIEC/- REALTY 








= 


Served with Cabernet Demi-Glace > nCoLUK—mnYol(olom Ulam Pics s-Jlale a Mashed Xo) (oj (ol) 
“Has for 10; aw , M # 3-Cheese Mac & Cheese | pss |sX-Yo]awe\laareyare|| 


wi ae o lal 
nesting instruc’ 


April 11th atl 12:00 p. m. — 5: 00 p.m. 
Kole folale—e 











